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Begihning^ith an overview of the development ' of the 

country's educational j^olicy since the death Of Mao Zedong in 1976^ 
this paper provides an information survey on the current state of 
education in the People's Republic, of Chinas After brief sections oil ^ 
the relations between Chinese society and the educational system and 
current trends in the areas of economic product ibii and eiiiploj^ ^ 
the paper ^s fourth and longest section discusses the Chinese > 
educational system in terms of i%s general structure, etiro 
patterns in general and iii seepridaryt education iQ'|>articular, and the 
current state of Chinese higheceduca^ In the paper *s final 
section, which examines the.acHi^venlentSr problems, and future 
prospects for educatioii iti Chi^ia, it is noted that , although. the 
Chinese population has doubled since 1949, the illiteracy^ ratehas 
decreased from 80 percent to^3.5 percent. Since 1983/84, poixtical 
attitudes seem ta have been acd^orded increased_importanca_in the new 
criteria for college admittancev The paper conclu^ 

the importance of analyzing the \inew nation in China to 

determine niore precisely the current direction o^ Ghineseeducation^ 
Extensive statistical data as well as bibliographical references are 
included. (JBM) ' 
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ii Some Remarks on the Development in the PR China since 197& 

After the degth of Mao ^Zedong (9/8/1976), the fall of 
..•gang four/ (lb/5-6/1976^) the Xlth Party Congress of the 
Communist Party of China (8/12-18/1977) initiated a new 
orientation of the Chinese development policy ^ Its goal is 
to built up China to a powerful socialist country 'with 
modern agriculture , modern industry, modern national defence 
and modern science and technics ' till the end of this century. ' . 
The Rey for these Four Modernizations is lyiri^ in the moderni- 
zation of science and technics as Deng Xiaoping told in his 
speech on the Natibrtal- Cbhferehce about Science r March 18,1978. ' 
On the following National Conference about Education Deng 
Xiaoping required (4/22/1978) to 'train a huge army of wbrkiRg 

class intellectuals apd to lift up substantially the scientific 

*' / - - " ' 3) 

and cultural level b£ the whole Chinese natibn ' i ' 

These general_directions of the Chinese development policy: 

Pbur Mbderhizatibhs^ key role bf science and technics^ 

guali tative . and quantitative improvement of education was kept 

up oh the Xllth Party Gbrigress bf the Cbriimuhist Party bf China 

(9/1-11/1984) The educational system will play a fundamental 

role in the successful realizatibh bf the Fbur Mbderhizatibhs. ^ 

Therefore, the relation between society and educational system 

in rhbderh China will be of specific interests 

2i Relations between Sbciety and Educational System 

The educatibhil system is a sbciai ihstitutibh which is ih^ — 
relation between other parts (sub systems) of the society like 
the prbductibh and emplbyiheht system^ the sbciai structure 

■ _ -_ _ ■ •■_ _ _ . _ . : ■ ^ . _5)'' - 

and the political system. Following the conceptions of^Parsons 'r 
ana later develbpmehts in this fi^eld by Pehd ' , the educational ; 
system has to fulfill the functions of quali^cation, selection ' 
and ihtegratibh. With the fuhctibh bf qualification the ^ j 

relation between the educational system and the production 
and erhplbymeht system is specified in the fbllbwihg dimehsibhs: 
In the qualj^^triv^ ^m0ns4on the question is w.hich types of 7i; 
cjualif icatibns should be trained/produced by the edueatibnal 
system, consequences fqrr;*^e establisfeinent of, .types of schooJjs^^ 



curriculiiinr teaching itiethbds^ teaching jtiaterials^ teacher 
training itc. In the quanti.tative d4inefi^i4Dn questions are 
how inahy qualifications should be trained r the -capacity of. 
the different streams of the school systentr the nuinb'er of * ^ 
teachers heeded, the expenses etc. The fuhctibh of selection 
concerns in relation to the social structure. Under this topic 
questions^ like recbhstr uctibh bf social structures by the 
educational system, equal opportunity of social classes, sex, 
regibhs^ ethhic-ireligibus-cultural or igih ^ The function of 
i ntegra tdon includes the relation between the. educational ^ - 
and political system. The core questions are values, attitudes^ 

- patterns of interpretati i . These three functions are related' 
tb each other. Fbr eSampx^: The necessity of social, legitimi- 
zation o^^eiection crite.rias - like the propor tiorf^f 

•red and expert^ in. t^e PR China - bridges to the function of 

iritegration.y Therefore , a separate treatment of these functidhs'^ 

N _ _ _ _ 75 

is justified only from ah analytical point of ^?;iewi ' 

* ' ' • 

In the fbllbwihg^ there will be a cbhcehtratioh on the 
quantitative dimeftsion of the qualification function in the 
PR Ghinai Therefbre^r some basic indicators about the produc- 
tion and employment system will be introduced , followed by 
a description bf the educafeibhal system, ehrbiments on 
different levels and typjes of the educational system from 
^ pre-schbbl up tb higher levels^ The p^per will close with 
some tentative conclusions about: the functions of qualifi- 
catibh, selectibh and ihtegratibh^ a shbrt butlbbk bf the - 
educational policy in the future and tjie announcement of ^ . 
project; cbhcerhihg qualitative aspects bf the functions bf 
qualification and integration just started a^ Bremen Oniversity 
■ by the author. 

31 Basic rhdicatbrs fbr the Prbductibri and Employment System 

In the World Development Report of the Wbrld Bank (1983)^^ 

you will find the following figure for PR China. For giving 

the American reader only sbme tentative evaluatibn criterias — ^ 

- the basic indicators of the USA are addecJ. Concerning the 
figures in the fQllbwing chip has to. be i 

., mentioned J ~ ... .--^ ..^ 



All figures should be ihterpreted and handled carefully. 
They are indeed 'oniy* rough indicato rs for the development 
process in a country and for the policy riih* 

Table 1:- Ba^ic ind^'ea^rs of the econcny for rtKe^PR -G^ and the 
United States of /^riea ^ 
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ehiha 








PoDuiation mid 1981 
(millions) 


991,3 




; ^29,8 




Gross iQational Product 
(GNP)per c^it:a (IK?) 1981 


3co 




i2,82d > 


Percentage, in: 

-Agriculture 

-industry 

-Services 


1961 

47 

33 
2p 


1981 

• 35 
46 
2o 


i960 

4 
38 
58 


1981 

3 
34 
63 


Gross Donestic Product (ffi^ 
-growth rate 


"5,2 


5,5 


4,3 


2,9 


Average annual growth rate 

in: ^ . , 


1961-76 








-Agriculture 

-Industry 

-Services 


1,6 

11,2 
5,7 


2,8 
8,3 
4,4 


o,5 
4,6 
4,4 • 


1,6 
2,3 
3,3 


Average annual grc»^ rate 
of labour force:. 


i96b-7o 


1976-81 


i966-7o ■ 


i97o-8l 


-past 1 
-estiinated 


1*7 ) 1,8. 
1986-20C50 


1,8 1,9 

i98o-2ooo 



1.6 



o,9 



Source: V^rld Developnent Report , 1983^ V^rld Bank, Washington D.C.#1983 



Following the classification of the World feank the PR China' 
belongs to the douhtries with low income^ Gbmpared with 
industrialized countries the portion gross national product 
per capita^ is low, but slightly high compared wi^tb countries 
with low inbpme. The portion of agriculture has aecreased 
in the last twenty years , the portion of industry has increased 

ha^^ 



in the opposit^.^^ay , the portion of services 



been "bonstant. 



ebmpared with agriculture and services the annual grb\^th rate 
in industry was tHe, highest l^the ave^ growth rate 

6f labourV force remaU^hed ebhstanti Nevertheless the labour ^'j 
fbrce has doubled sincfe 1952 • 
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Tabie 2: Labotir Fbroa (Year-end Figures) 



Year \ Total (millions) * . Staff and 

workers 



individual 
labburers in 
cities and 



Gblle<itive\and 

labourers 
in rural arec 





* 




towns 

1 




% 




1949 


186,82 


4,5' 


4 




° 91,5 


lob 


1952l°5 


2g7,29 


7,7 


4,3 




88 


loo 


1966 ' 


258^88b 


23,1 


0,6 




76,3 


Ibb 


197o 


344^32 


. 18,1 


0,3 




81,6 


loo 


198o 


418,96 


24,9 




; 


74^9 


lc» 


1981 


432,80 


25,2 


■.'^ 6,2 




74,5 


loo 


1982 


447*c>6 


20,4 


0,3 




74,4 


166 



Soatce; Statistical Yearbook, of China 1983, "p; l2oi 

The prc^rtion of arplbyment in rural areas decreased since 1949. But in 1982 
still three quarters of the 447 itiillibhs worked its rural areasi 
This should be reineinbered during the discussion about regidrJal 
equal educati^onal opportunity. An^hteresting figur is the 
cohstahee sihd'e 197c> and- nowadays the slight increase of the^ x 
portion of 'indix^idual labourers irt cities and towns^. This is 
ah indicator for the iiew employinent policy in the PR Ghina. 
Actually about 2o millions of ybUhg people are trying to enter 
the employment sector yearly, and there are not enough jobs 
for: them. The government allows and encourages .these persons 
- especially the unemployed - to rise up small own enterprises 
since 1979. In l97;8 there have been 15b, bob: 'indiyidual labou- 
rers'^ 1979: 32b,bb and in 1982; l)47o,6oo in cities and towns 
only.^^' Table 3). shows that they are cbncentrated in commerce, 
caterihg> trade, ^rvice trade etc; 



ERIC 



in this table the sector 'others • might be a^rough indicator 
for unempXdyinent. Scientif id research i cultiiire etc. totaLof 
3.7 % is bverrepresented in cities^ and towns ( 4;3 %) arid 
uhcaer represented in rural areas (1.1 %) • 
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labour Force Employed by Sector of tbe National Economy 
• (ESa of 1982^ 
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.13.2 


ID. 6 


57.8 




. 7.9 


10.6 


- 71.6 


9.3 




1.9 


6.0 


8.2 




!3.7 




3.7 


>3.fi 


\ - - J 
4.3 


l.t 




0.5 


1.1 


1 2.1 


2.1 



10.9 
O.S 

1.4 
87.1 



_iti 

iiHvrtriJhi 
ntal trtn 



2^7 

93 ;6 
Q.3 

0.4 

i.i 

0. 1 
0.7 



solute figOres 447.o6 86.3 26 51 1.47 33^78 
\(basesj 

((millions) • ■ - 



Sources 



Statistical Yearbook of China 1983; p; 121, 



4i The Educatibriai Systeitr 
4.1 I'h^ General Structure, 



Figure 1: 



Foil-time School System 



Grade 



Postgraduate Studies Prof^ramme 



— In.^titutions of 

^ - HiRher'tearninR^ 

-Speriarfzed I - voc^. 

2 'ColJpKOsJ.or ^.-^j 

Training , ^^^^j schools i 
Middle 
Schbois 



I da 



Secon- 
dary 

Specialized 
Schools 




- 1 



Source^^ China Hahdbbd^ Series.. Educatiqn and Science.^ 



Beijing 1983^ p. 31. 
"^Pre-school qr . kindergarten sta^^s^^^ a^e three-fpur yeairs. 
It consists of up Jtb three years groups; Thfere jare five years 
of primary school, ^hree years of junior >iniddle school, two 
years of senior middle school, and two-/ ijse^ years higher 
education .^^^ To enter the riekt type 
examiriatioh has to be passed. This i 



f schbbJjsystem an entrance 
new since 1977 i There are 



additional exajninatibns at^the end 



>f each term; 
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4i2 Total Erirolitieht /: 

To get a brief impressibri about the administrative work 
which has to be done^ here soine late figures about student 

— r ' * 

^ ehrblinehts on different levels of the educational system: 
Table 4: Total School Erirblnient (millions) 





198b' 


1981 


1982 


. Pre^schbbl 


11.568 


16.562 


11.136 


Primary level 


146. 27o 


143.332 


139.726 


Secondary level 
(middle school) 


56.778 . ( 


^al6 


47.628 - 


Higher level 
(colleger university) 

total 


i.l44 ^ 


1 i.i79 




215. 7ob 


' 205/319 


199.632 


Source ; Statistical 


Yearbook of China 


1983, p- 


511, Hejize 1983, 



pp. 2l6. 
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.The student enrolment is about 2oo millions (conpared with the pqpulati 
of the USA mid 1981 of 229.8 millions). The erirolmeht figures are 



decreasing since 198o. Several reasons, led t<^ thxs tendency: 

i _ ~ 14) _ __ _ . 

The decrease of birth rate, since 1971- vi, a phase bf cbnsblida- 

tioh in educational expansion." For instance: The student enrol;-- 

ment in higher education started 1977 with 625>bob. .The index ; • ^ 

of expenses for culture^ educatibn^ science and health increased 

during this i;ime (1977 = Ibb) up tb 21b.6 arid the projection ^ 

for 1985 is 242.8. The increase, rates of expenses ir relatibri 

_ _. ^ r -.. - _ - y_ 15) - ; - _ - • 

tp the year befbre decreased since 198b. ' Fbr the pre-schdbl. 

the target populaiJrorr^Te children from three to sixi- "Nowadays ; } 

thesev are ^^J^bStT?© millions. This means that about 15 % 

get a place In a pre-school. On the other hand pre-school . 

education has a high priority since 197*6. The riatibnai conference: 

about general education (July 18^^28, 1983) recommended to Jl 

take care that all children can ygb at least fbr one year to . • 

^^-^ichbol before primary schodl is starting. Officially it 

was alsor to Be told that in urban as well as in rural areas / 

the demand for pre-schbols increaiing. ' k-. 



.9 



'^rr^ Erirblment Secondary Education , , , 

Table 5: Student Erirdiinent Secondary SchdSl (millions / %j (s.p*9) 



The student enrolment on secondary education increased from i. 
14.323 (in 1965> before the Cul^tural Revolution) to 47.626 
millions in 1982. Since 19\77 (68-69 millions) the enrolment 
is decreasing . rapidly r especially in ordinary middle schools 
or general educatior](-. The number of students in vocational 
schools increased from 728rdbb in 1976 to 1^743|^bbo iji 1982. : 
This is an indicator for the new educational policy to ^6rce . 
vbeatibhal educatibh ii^ charge bf general education in brdqr ^ 
^ to get a bet€er harmonization between school and production / > 
system. Nevertheless^ the pbrtibh bf vbeatibhal sehblars (4%) 
J-- ha'^ no.t yet reached that in 1965 (35%) . But apportion of .35% 

of 'vbeatibhal/schbla^^'^l does hbt guarantee emplbymeht: fbr all 



:hgla^^S does hbtgij 
i^. Further has t 



graduates nowadays. Further has to be mentioned that this portion 
was realized partly with pupils in 'half school half work' 
schools, arid the*ordinary middle school cugriculum may also 
contain vocational courses nowadays and especiaHy\^ih the future 
when the new directives of more vocational orientation will be : 
realized. If you relate the vbeatibhal ehrblnieht with the 
senior secondary (enrolment you get a portion of 17.5 %~~rTr-±^^et5-^ — 
and 22 % in 1981^ ftccbrding tb the proposal made by the 
-^National. Conference abbut General Education in 19&2 till 199o 
the pprtibh gehWral/vbC' tibnal is planned 5b:5b. - ' 

' 4^4 Higher Educatibh 

fth" impottaht change , since the Gultural Revblutibh is, that since 
J 1977 a nation^^l examination has to be parsed to enter the higher 

educational system, whereas twb ^ears bf prabtical wbrk after ^ 
finishing secondary education during the Cultural Revolution j 
are no longer compulsbryi Th^re, arS twb types bf ifitibhal ^ 
entrance' gxaminatibhs: For social sciences the candidate has ' 
to pass written examihatibhs Vh pbliticsy Chinese lahgiiager 
matheitiatics , history and gebgraphy. For tHfe natural sciences^ 

the subjects of the examihatiqh are politics ^ Ch^ihese lahgu^ge; 

- - •- - [• — - . , . u 9 : • ■ , 
mathematics and chemistry . Sin^e 1978 a foreign language ;has 
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Table 5: Stiident Enrbient Secondary School (iiiillions, \) 



I 



1965 • 



% . 1976 



1981 r,i* 1982 I 



(1) Ordinary middle schools' 



Secondary technical schools b.392 

r " ^ ■ 

Secondary teacher training 



o.l55V,\ 

Secondary. agricultural M 
vocational high schools 4.438 



D.117 . 

o.3o4 

o.3o7 



0.761 
0.482 
0.^54 



0i632 
0.436 
0.481 



' \ 



(2) Total vocational scliools 



(3) Senior secondary schools s 
Proportion (2) to (3) in i \ 



17.5 



7.150 

22 



0.628 
0.411 
b.7o4 



9.338 65 58.365 99 55.081 97 48.596 97 45.285 96; 

"■ ' ' ' I ■ 

^ =^ I i 



4.985 35 -0.728 1 1.69A 3 1.549 3 1.743 4 







Total (1) + (2) 


'"1 ' — - 

1 >■ ^ 

1 14.323 loo 5 

1 

1 


9;o93 loo 


56.778, 


lob 1 5oJ45 la 


5 , 47.028 loo . 



Soured; ^Education in'China 1981/ p. 28, Statistical Yearto* of China 1983, p. 511, renze 1984 
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Id 



been added to the coftipulsbry subjects. 



:,F|ront 1977 to i§§± the following statistics aire available 



(inillibhsj 



2o) . 



jears of examijriatibh . 


1977 


1978 


1979 


198o 


.1981' 


— ^ 

candidates 


3.7 


5i9 


4. '6 


4.5 


• 3^6 


examinatioh pass^ 


b.278 




d.27o 


0.285 


0.279 


percentage of 












success 


' 4.8 


4.9 


5.9 


6.3 


7.8 



To get the perinission to participate in the entrance? ^kaininatioh^ 
the fbllbwihg cbhditibhs have to be fullfilled: 

a) not older than 26 (exceptions are possible) , i 

b) unmarried (exceptions are possible)/ 
• ' c) good health, ^ ' 

d) graduatibh Erbin senior sebbhdary ichbbls or having 
the same level like a sehibr secbridary; graduate, 

e) for Employees:, the permission of the unit. 

in recent tinr^s espebially sihi^e the study year 1983/84 - ^ 
more attention has befen paid to the 'mbral* quaiif icatibn bf 
a student (fbr instance activities in the Cdmmuhist Party, in 
Ybuth League, which are registered in the schbbl files). 
Teachfers bf sehibr middle sbhools are therefore requested to 



Write expert opinions about their graduates. Th^se evaluations 
can be used as a criteria f or aditiisgidn to higheb education. 



- Sbme statistics about Hi^^her Education 



EKLC 



i> The Chinese Educ^tibh^AssbGiatibh for International Exchanges 
gathered the following s^a^stics cbncerning the academic yeSr;:^^ 
i98o: 675 institutions bf hl^iW^t^^ 96 of them key ohe^^:^ 

172 teac:her colieggs and norm/ii unive^ insti- 
tutions l,i43^7bb undergraduates g^tUdied, sTsTd^^^-^lC^^ 
teacher's colleges an^ ndrmai universities. The f actal^^'^fea^^ 
ihcluded 24^^9bb members, with 4,2do professors; 13^ SooasSQ^^ 
professors*, ; 119 f loo lecture r^ | and lb 9^ 8b<^ assistants. The 
statistics cbncerning the ac^ademic year or^l965 are^s fbilqwisi'l^ 

. ■ 434 -^iiiati t lit ions .;pf 1iigher;;:feauca 



i38rOOO teaching-staff (factaity) ; The studeht-teacher-reii^tion 
in the years 1965 196d is as fdiiows - differentiated as__ 



^ 23) , 



well as possible - conc erning the different types of faculty 



1980 1965 

teachers and^ass is tents (^faculty) 4.63:1 ^,88:1 ^ ' 

aj profesi»rs (only) 272. 3 rl — 

b) as^obiate professors (^ily) ' 82.8:1 
lecturers (only) 9.6:1 
d) assistants (^ily) 16^4:1 ■ ^ \ - 

_ . - - ■ " ■ ■ . I" ■ • ^ * - . - 

a - c) altogether / 8.3:1 ^ 

Since 1965 the studeht-f acuity-relation has slowly iinprpvedi ; 
Not considerijig the aspect that the function of an assistant is :4 
in first line researching and hot lecturing , the student- >^>^ 
teacher-relation increased to 8.3:1. This is much lower compared ^ 
^ith the studeht-teacher-relatibh at secondary ^hd primary' 
school lever. . The student-teacher-relatioh coRcerning 
profe^sbrs sums up to 272^2:1 and that of the lecturers to 9i6:l»| 
Both statistics and relations indicate a broad fundament bf^ /1 
assistants and lecttarersr a small hunib^r of assbciate prbfessbrs :| 
and even a smaller one of professors. That is much thje same J 
with the structure bf the salaries. The range bf mbhthly salariesl^ 

in RMB (without cost of living bonus and premium) is the 

- ■ " " " 25) ■ - " - ■■■■^ 
following : -prbfessbrs 36b-25br assbciate prbfessbrs 2b5-157r 

lecturers 133-94 ^yasslstants 82-6o. ^ 

- Studying at Normal Universities^^^ ,i 

Students which study at a normal university will become teachers ; I 
at secondary Schools, Enrolled students are assigned to classes 
with the same time-table. Lately the studies in a certain^ faculty^ 
have been dif f erehciated into subjects (e.g. The East ChirTa 
Nbrmal University has 14 faculties wTth 22 subjects (1982)) •/ 
Whereas in former times all students in one faculty had the . 
same time-tables Another innovation is compUispry courses and ■ 
9 certain amount of _cdurses which can b§ chosen by the students 

- (b^tlbnai courses) ^^^^ \\- " ' 
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Higher eaucation does not end with one final examination. 
Oh the contrary^ tfte students have examinations and controls 
during and at the end bf the. terms. The date of ^xamihatibhs 
are fixed by the bureau of education and administration. 
The topics are either formulated by the course lebFurers or 
by a committee of lecturers, if parallel courses are offered.'' 
The results of the examinations are registered. The cbhtrols 



are evaluated ywith passed/failed. Both results will be registered 

. . ' \ _ _ ■ _ . _ . _ ^ ■_ . . . _ ■ 

in the personal files . Student-s » who failed, can repeat the; 

'■ '_ ' _ 1 t 

examinations or controls at the beginning of the nexl^termr^^ 

A student will not be able to achieve the next grade if he 

falls the repeated examinations in two main subjects.^ If h^^---^^^ 

fails again, he must leave the institution. .^-^^ 

Recently a credit system has been apprbve^^ several^^ihstitu- \ 
tiohs of higher education - e. g. Beijing Normal University ' -S^ 
arid East Chiria Normal University (both visited by the authbr 
for several weeks) . For instance during the four years of • 
studies iri educatibri at the Beijirig Nbrmal Ulriiversity 134 Sredits 



have to be acquired, io8 in compulsory and '26 in optional 
courses or works (cf. table 6). Gerierally brie point can be 
obtained per one term-week-hour . In the lasit term '"the studen t 
has to write his thesis. Either he chbbsesjttw tbpic himself 
and a supervisor is assigned to him^ pr he chooses the super-r 
visor, who will assigri a topic tb him. The tbpic arid supervisor 'i 
are to be reported' to the bureau of education ind administrati^nr ; 

which provides the niearis (for iristarice equipitierit , iristrumerits h 

__ _ . ■■■■ '_ ■ ■ 

etc.) arid controls the date of delivery. The execution of the 

thesis can take Up* to 16 weeks . The East /chiria Nbrmal Uriiver- ^ 

sity's sc^heduje of studies prescribes fi^e weeks for the subject ifi 

•education' . ' . . 3 

• V I , ■ ' 

. ) ■ ^ 

__ _ _ . • . _ _ ■ _ . ' ... _ ■ _ . _ . . _ : ' _ _ i. _ . i -is^ 

The tnesis will ^e evaluated by t supervisor ^rid^aririather : 
cbmpeterit evaiu^tori The best arid the v^rst ^theses will then "^'"^^ 
*^ be exajnined by a cdinmittee of thej^facuity. It will decide which ^ 
;^ thesis should be published or which brie has to bS written again. V 



study Scbdule for Education; Beijing Normal UniverBity (about 19?8) 



■■■s 



Subjects/Courses-, > . 

-— -:::zz:.z_ . ... EoujB Credits 12 3 \\ yV l I 



Coiii)Ul85r^^)ourse& 

History of tSe Coliunist Party of China 102 ,6 | J ^ ■ I 



. 204 ' 12 5 3 i 3; . .-12 
Sport^ " " - 156 4 2 2' 2 2!" . ' ;;8, 



Irxisi, Leninism, Koaisi 102 5 _ _ o 15 5- S 

Psychology. . ./ — 102 5 5 3 ' ^ ^.v. " 6 

MM Psychology. . ^' 68 4 4 _ i v I 



51 .3 , 3 I ' i 

Education- _. . _. . 204 ; 11 h 6 ;12 

History of Chinese Education 119 6 4 3 ... . 7 

History of Foreign Education ^ 102 5 I 5. 5- 6 

Caching Hethods and Materials for ' i. It? r 

Priiary Education ' , ^ I ^ ^ , . ^ 

Optional CourseB , . ' 500 26 \ 'X; ! 2 , 4 12 12 : 36 



Teaching Practice = 10 ' 
Thesis ^ — ' — I^L ' ■ " \ ^ 



- Ah Example for a Study Schedule - 

The study schedule for education of the Beijing fJbrinal Uhiver- ' 
sity will here be recorded and analysed. The. subject 'Education' 
has- been chosen Because these gjz^duates of this University 

will become assistants ^ reisearch workers ^ pdst-graduat^s^_^ ^ 

teaeheris/lecturers at educatioHal sjecohdary (normal) schools/ : 
mstitiitiohs of higher education or at (different levels i of the 
educational adinihistratiohi ^ 

The study schedule (cf ; table 6) prescribes exactly whi^jcouts 
has to be chosen in what term, if credits have to be gained 
and therefore examinations and cohtrpls have to be pas§edi 
Assigning the courses to subject classes the restait (in 
is as follows: ^ubje^st cc)urses (compulsory) 43 % , jDpjfetonai 
courses 25 idtsalogic^l education , sport 17 ^ r^>f^eign languageil 
ehinese 15 %.^^ 






5. Conclusions r OUtlopk r f ur th^-t^uestions 

_ ; ^' " - _ ' . _ _ _ ■ _ _ . 

Looking back on a thousand-year-old-tradition in history and 
culture^ nevertheless China has reached in certain sectors^ 
as economic and educational indicators show, the status 
-a Third-W6rld--e6uhtry at the |)re sent tiffiei The .main pedagogical 
goal is the all over-c3evelbped worker with socialistic- perce|i^ 
tibhi Fbilowijjg^ the directives of Mao Zedong (1957) ^the goal shpdid^ 

have to be realized with an education'"£or the proletariat 

' . - -28) - - — — - 

combined with productive labour. ' Directives are still /nbwa-* 

days the leading ideas in the educational wdrk lin China. ■ 

^^evertheless^ the directives allow some ihterpretati-ems i ^ 

Especially in key-schools and key-colleges/universities in urban^ 

areas the concept of 'prbductive work* is brbacSly defined '\^^ 

nowadays.; According to own pbservatiojis and discussions . ' ■. ■ ; 

the cleaning of schobls^ parks ySupervis of libra^i^s are 

activities whiotC9i:6 subsumed to productive work. Prbductive 

wbrk is^nbt to dorie exclusively in f factor farms like ^ -^^^^ 

during the Gultural .Rew And there^ wh^re , prbductiye^^ ^^^^^^ ^ 

wSrk ls; t©./be::-j^piii>i|xw^ 
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the age of the • students S the "cdinplexit^ of the operations 
-do let suppose^ that-^productive work does not play the Sjipme » 
iihpbrtaht role than before 1976.^^^ Concerning the rural areas 

it might be different r because •half school r half work •schools 

\ ^ 31) ' ••'•/; 

are there still running* ' 

• ' _ ._ ■ ; . . _ ■ ' __ ■ ; , : ; _ .- ' ; 

Accbrjdihg to a decision of the State Councii the vocationa:^,^ 
orientation within the seconda^ry level should be strehgtherLe^ 
in order to meet th^ interims ts of the Four Modernizations.^ ^ 
More vocational secondary schools should be ^ouhded^ general 
schools should be chaTiged^*-ih vocational dne^,\i:k:ational to 
(curriculas) should be introduced- to :the general education ^ 
Therefore^ it Will have to be analyzed in whib)i extent these 
educatiotial goals are going" to be reflected 'in th^ national , 
sch663^ bbbks^ since 1978i _ . { 
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Lates't hevls indieat that this forced vocational educatipnal 
orientatiOT will lead to an increasing importance ^f physical 
worl/. In a conference in Beijing {8/l-lb/1982j about the 
working and learning program 9f'_ primary ^d secondary educatibh:^^ ;^ 
was reported r that in 43% bf the schoblS in 28; prbvinces (Tibet 
excluded) physical work is runnings The net value bf this wbrk 
reached 1981 the ambuht bf 576 millions Yuan. These are 8.o3% 
of the public expenses or general educatipHi The Vice ihi iris ter 
bf educatibh further meh\tibhed ^ that physical work does not only^^ 
produce economic values , \ it also contributes to the all-over- 
. develbpmeht bf the schbi^r. Therefore ^ the ministry of education 
demanded of pupils of primary schools a j^rbductive/physical 

work bjf 45_mihUtes and of pupils of secondary schools Ibo minutes! 

----- , 35) •••••• 

per week* 

In this cotri^rence' it was also tepbrted>- that some cblleges^ v 
^ run by the ministry bf education, try tb^ introduce experimentally^ 
^ysical work and military trainihgi This indicates that the r^--^ S| 

liberation frpm this ty|)e of .work since 1976 is-^declining^slbwly^ 

It shouid be investigated iS ^^fie future: if this tendency will /S^ 

spread over the bt*fier colleges . 
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fth indicator for basic social qualification is the literacy 
rat^. The PR China has beeil very successful in this sector. , 
in 1949 the illiteracy rat^ was 86% •According to the latest 
census C7/1/1982J this rate has now reached 23.5% on the average?^) 
93% of the age group enrolled primary schools in 1982; ' . —z::::^:^ 

The cdnstitutibn of 1982 embodies the right and the obligation : 
to education for the .first time s ince 1949 ^ Till 199o the general 
primary education should be resized all 'over the country 
This should be examined in the futute^ because of apprehensions^ 
that with the initiation of the hew ecbhbmiQ system in agriculturei 

i; e; the free market for over-production^ leads to the 

' '- _ - _ ■' - ----- - ^ -,_ ■ 

teridehcyr that farmers' children have to wprR in the field 

instead of attending school. ' Never theless ^ the successful ^ N;^ 

educational policy in thi^s field should hot be demihishedi 

Remember^ing r that 8o % of the population are still living in - 

rural areas and Qi^ total population has doubled since 1949r 

the actually reached rate of illiteracy ^s^^n— unsurpassable . - ; | 

achi^,Vemeht of ^rea country' in the Third World. . - J 

Let's have a look at the dimehsibh bf expenditure in ^duc^tibh* -"I 
The Sixth Five Year Plan (1981-85) plans a 96.7 billion Yuan , | 
/expenditure in culture^ education^ science and heal tl\i These • : 
are 15; 9% 6f the '>^ptal public spendings in this period; Ijri|^lie 
Fifth Five Tear Plan a976-8b) this portion will be 11 %.*^' 
Experts estimate that the spendings in education have been 2 
of the Gross National Prbduct in 198b and 3-4% in science. / 
Representatives of schools and sciences are demanding a portion 
of 15-17% bf |bhe total public spendings (arguihehtihg that this ' 
is the analogue portion in the USft a^d Japan) . This portion 
is to be reacheja in the planned public 1981-1985^ ^ 

However/ it should be noticed that additiohaJt sp^ndingfe in 
education have to be gpent on the self-gbverrtiitental level 
The dehtral government subsidizes thig activiti^b^^^^^xper^ 
estiriiate that there will be fur ther increases in the^e spendings j:| 
in the future i Remeinbeting this?^ the "slight .decrease of enrol- ' 
ments in the l^st year might be^an indicator in cohsolidatibn - i^^ 
of the hew edtic^tional P9licyi ^ _ : 
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The adjustment of edticatibrjal output and manpower demand is 
neither qUarititat^yely nor qualitatively realized. Indicators * 
are the rates of unsuccessf ulness in the national entrance 
examinaltibhs for liigher education (see 4.4) r the unemployment 
of youngsters (eixperts estimate about 26 millions uhemplbyed 
. youngsters /^^ J r/ahd the demand for strengthening the vocational y 
orientation of education by €hihese of f i'cial&i ^ / 

The educational system is seiectivei Since 198p about 5 % of the 
grhdu^tes\ of secohdaty; education entered higher education. 
These are about 1.5 % of a year-grbupi ' This pprtioh rose ; 
because the decrease of graduates from upper secondary schobls. 
it might h^ve reached lo-15 I in ±983; ^ : y 

Equal /edubat^ibhal opportunity is not guaranteed . Women ar 
?he^ir portion in primary sctibbl 



reprekented:\rheir portion in primary .schbbi ehrpiment^was 44>6%i 

; r ./ • ,■ ;■ •_ V ^x:..-^.— ^-^^ .-^ _ _ . ■- ■ tfj > ■■ 

on h'igher edufe^atibh; level 23.5% in 198d. In tedtfni;cal ' secondary 



V 



sclidols the portion is 35% ^ in secondary teacher training schbbls | 



25% r and bifdihar^geher'alxm schbbls 39. 6%/ in- 198d. 

A similar positiv^ corf eiatibn exists be tweeji the poftibn bf 



47) 



women and the increasing 



■ \ J^^- - ' ^' -■ ■ _ - ■ _ _ - _ 

jvel bf the educaltibnal systeml 





The urbahs-rural-ihequality in educatioff^i^ proved. Message^ 
like 3o% of a town^^ear^vgroup attend^ 

bf rural year groups ;*^^A>he g^^ williVgnes^ of rural, p 

to withdraw' their childrervveven from Mlmar^^ scfibblsf the plan 
tb realize a nation wide priNmary school system till i^9o; 
the diffidultaes to £ind cadet bf^ highef^ edudated gradaate^ 
to wbrk in rural areas arej}strdng , • 

this, type ^f inequality i The samV can be pbsttalated ih; relaiibh 
with the j^jdihic^l min^^^ Therr por^o of the tptai 

population. These , students dbn 7 1 need • ti)e same a^ 
in na^tohal Entrance examinations- as\ tqe iian^Chi^nese 
Nevertheless r their portion 
197^79 from 5.9% (1977) to 
oir scores has -been decrease 

uccess in the hatibhal ent^ancfii^^xaml 
increased therefore frbm^?^2% il98o) 




i 

■ 3 



■ 4 



eased frbiti 



ucatibh d 

Inj,198o tHe^amount 
raduatesw The 



tidns in higher^d^ication^ 
5 i 3% (1981) .^^^ 




:i8 . . . V " ;|. 

it i^^^v^ry difficult to answer the question if social equal 
opportuni^tj^^s There ar^^-^jio official stat/sties 

cdricerniHg this dimehsipn of educatlohaC^>f)^^tunitv^ 
Kwong ■ reports ^ that students whose parents, are iritellectuals 
bt/' (caders are over-represented in higher education. These , 

datas come froin administration for higher education in 6uahgzhbu 

\ __ _c • _ _ - - __ 521 - 

ahd^, the Normal University of Shaarixi . Of course, these datas 

_;__V_ ^' " ■■ ^ _ - "^-^ ' J. ^_ _ :. ^ ' 

are Tibt representative for the PR ehina^and there might a 



- ■ - - ----- - 



difference in social . class defihi tidhs / Factors favduring 
educational'" social inequaiityr are the exiitence of key/|sch661s 
arid coMegeSr the cdriceritratioh df educatidnal iristitutidns 
intellectuals and cadets in towns , fees f6E>.„3chddi attendaSce , 
school luhchr books although the units are subsidizing 



these fee^. There are no fees for highet education. Ea^cept 
teacher trViriirig^which is hot in very high^ favour by// tJ;re-- 
students; studentsMr their parents have to pay the 
expenses. There are of course scholarships fdr hbh^teacher 
Students, because 15 Yuan (cautious estimation) ia nioirth^ are 
even for worker parents, both having ^ 3 db^^i^^ 
burden. \ . - 



What we need is more' knowledge about the acjbual interpjr^etation 
df the fuhctidh df ihtegratidn, arid in the discussion concerning 



this topic the deyelopmerit of the f elatid^ ' red i&nS Expert* ^ /- 
is central,. Iri the twd prdgrammatic speeches d|t/Dehg Xiaoping"^ 
in 197i3 (national cbjif ererice^ about science anS iducatipn) 
^thelna is point was laid dh 'expert'. The natidiial entrance 
examination^ fdr higher ©cjpcation since i977>//the fouriSaxibh bf-r^ 
key schddls/cdilegesr are indicators fdr thiW.i^dlitica cdurse.- ^ 
But it ha^ been: also criti^ed iater - especrally the streamtng^^^^ 
Since school /year 1981/62 streaming was stdgp^d in. the province 
^-^aanxi. and since^ 1982/83 streaming has beeh^ stopped all over ^^^^^^ ; V 
^he cQiihtryi^^^ Taking in account tlie don fisip^nce^ ^ iSeolo|Sic5ii 
ediitia^ion, the new^ criteria for college a^am/ittaftce {ohm of th<^ 
briterias Is ah expert dpinidn. from the at tj? 
school) the pendulum seems to swiijg in tfie' direct of '^edVi -x^ 
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Nev«theiesSr the directives of Mao Zedong or of present 
political leaders and edueatidhal adinihistratbrs r public 
speeches and reports are still too general' to specify the - ' , 
function of ihtegratibhJ ft wider cbheretisatibh of this fahctibh 
could perhaps be found in the new national schobl books. 
Therefoter a content analysis bf the hew hatibhal school 
books has just been started at my departinent . 
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